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SPOTLIGHT ON:

Bill Archibald

“HI, 'M BILL ARCHIBALD from Weyburn Saskatch-
ewan’!

Those words boomed out over the speakers at the Maple
Ridge Agricultural Fairgrounds the very day that Bill arrived
in Maple Ridge to put down roots.

Bill was born in Vancouver, but as soon as he and his mom
were released from the hospital they journeyed by rail to Ma-
ple Ridge, where Bill spent those first few months of life at
his uncle’s farm. It would take a number of years for Bill to
find his way back to us, but in the interim he grew up in Van-
couver and earned a degree in Agriculture and his teaching
certificate from UBC.

Bill started his career as a land agent for the oil industry,
working to secure land leases throughout the prairies. When
that business dried up he tried his hand at selling investments,
Encyclopedia Britan-
nica and raising cattle
in northern Alberta,
but ended up in Wey-
burn, Saskatchewan,
where he settled with
his prairie bride, Pat.
There he worked as a
teacher and became
deeply involved in the
community.

In 1963, he and his
wife decided to move
to BC so they could be
closer to Bill's mom. §
Bill had tears in his
eyes as they started the
long drive to BC. He
left behind a lot of great
friends.

On July 16, 1963 the Archibald family drove into Maple
Ridge, their new home. Bill had been hired as a teacher at
Garibaldi Secondary School teaching math and science. As
they drove down Lougheed Highway Bill’s kids saw horses at
the fairgrounds at Albion flats, so he pulled in for the family
to take in the fair.

A gentleman named John Denton was the announcer for
the fair, but he needed to find someone to fill in while he com-
peted in one of the equestrian events. Bill had called bingo
in Weyburn, so he walked over and volunteered to help out.
John told him to introduce himself to the crowd. On his first
day in Maple Ridge, within minutes of arriving in town the
words “Hi, I'm Bill Archibald from Weyburn, Saskatchewan”
echoed across the grounds.
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Bill and John became great friends, and within a few
months Bill was hanging out at Allco Park and hatched a plan
to build a trail connecting the park to some old Abernethy
& Lougheed Logging rail beds, so horses could get over to
Golden Ears Park.

In 2013, Mayor Ernie Daykin presented a plaque to Bill
Archibald recognizing his 50 years of volunteer service to our
community. From that first trail in 1963, Bill and a dedicated
team, The Haney Horsemen, established over 200 kilometres
of trails in our community. Bill's expertise in trail building
was called on to establish trail networks in Victoria, Quali-
cum Beach and Port Alberni. That's where he earned the nick-
name ‘Trail Boss!

Bill even served a two year term as Alderman in the early
80’s and remembers when the new Council Chambers were
opened. He went on to
teach at Pitt Meadows
Secondary School and
was beloved by his stu-
dents.

In terms of lega-
cies, Bill has so many.
Locally, there’s the lo-
cal equestrian trail
network, the largest in
BC. He was also there
at the beginning when
the Greater Vancou-
ver Regional District
established their Re-
gional Park network.
Bill, along with a large
and committed group
of conservation enthusiasts were there to ensure that Kanaka
Regional Park would be preserved for future generations. Na-
tionally, Bill brought his passion and expertise to the Trans
Canada Trail project.

When asked what his favourite place is, Bill’s eye tear up a
bit when he mentions ‘Archibald Way’ a trail that was dedi-
cated in his honour in the Thornhill area. Bill is still a passion-
ate voice for the preservation of our natural setting. He told us
that volunteering has brought him a great sense of belonging
and a great deal of satisfaction.

I think the town of Weyburn were the ones that had a tear
in their eye as Bill left to come to us. His passion, his energy
and his vision have made Maple Ridge a great place to live.
We salute him and thank him for 50 plus years of dedication.
Thank you Bill.
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